
PHILLY KNOB & TUBE

KNOB AND TUBE REWIRING QUOTE COMPARISON CHECKLIST
For a Philadelphia house or small residential building with knob and tube wiring and more than one rewiring quote on
the table. Mark each line against each quote: stated, missing or unclear. Keep the finished sheet with the property
records.

CIRCUITS, ROOMS AND ABANDONED RUNS
Two quotes can carry the same total and cover very different work. Put each quote next to these lines and mark what it states, what
it leaves out and what it leaves vague.

PERMITS AND INSPECTIONS IN PHILADELPHIA
Replacing knob and tube branch wiring needs an electrical permit from the Department of Licenses and Inspections (L&I), and the
work must be done by an L&I-licensed electrical contractor. These lines show who carries each step.

Licenses, permits and inspections: Philadelphia Department of Licenses and Inspections, www.phila.gov/departments/department-of-
licenses-and-inspections/

How many circuits are being replaced, and which rooms and floors each one serves.

Whether the quote covers every active knob and tube circuit, or only some. If only some, which live runs stay in service and
where new wiring meets old.

What happens to abandoned runs: disconnected at both ends and left in place, or removed where they are exposed in the
basement or attic.

Whether any new circuits are added (kitchen, bathroom, laundry, dedicated appliance lines) or the quote only replaces what is
there.

Which devices are included (receptacles, switches, reconnected fixtures), and where arc-fault (AFCI) and ground-fault (GFCI)
protection goes.

Whether panel or service work is part of the price, excluded, or priced as an option. A new panel does not replace branch wiring.

How the quote handles wiring found once walls are open that the walk-through could not see: a unit price, a change order, or a
stated allowance.

Who files the electrical permit application in eCLIPSE, and whether the permit fee is in the quote or billed separately.

Whether the contractor expects the scope to trigger a separate Building Permit, and who files it if so.

Which licensed electrical inspection agency performs the rough-in and final inspections, who hires it and who pays its fee.

Where rough-in inspection falls in the schedule, so no wall or ceiling is closed before the agency has seen the work, and whether
a Rough-in Permit is planned.

For a building with three or four units, or a change in how the building is used, how the permit path differs from a one-or-two-
family dwelling.

If the property is on the Philadelphia Register or in a local historic district, whether any exterior conduit, meter or service work
needs Historical Commission review.

The contractor's Philadelphia electrical contractor license number, so it can be checked with L&I.
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PLASTER, FINISHES AND LIVING IN THE HOUSE
In plaster-and-lath walls, the openings and what happens to them afterward often explain more of the difference between quotes
than the wire does.

RECORDS DELIVERED AT CLOSEOUT
These are the papers an insurer, a lender or the next buyer asks for. A quote that names them is easier to hold to.

WHAT TO RECORD BEFORE YOU REQUEST BIDS
Give every contractor the same starting facts, so the quotes answer the same question. Fill this in before the first walk-through.

Property address

Building type: single-family, twin or rowhouse, or
number of units

Year built, if known; panel or fuse box location
and type

What a home inspector or insurer wrote about
the wiring

Rooms where knob and tube has been seen

Basement ceiling: open or finished; attic or roof
space access

Plaster walls, ceilings or trim you want protected

Historic designation (check for the address)

Deadline: settlement, policy renewal or
renovation start

This checklist is general information, not an inspection or legal advice. Permit rules and fees are set by the Philadelphia Department of
Licenses and Inspections and can change; insurers and lenders each set their own requirements. Never open, touch or test electrical
equipment; if you notice heat, scorching or a burning smell, stop using that circuit and call an electrician.

Roughly how many openings, in which rooms, and whether the plan uses basement and attic routes to reduce them.

Who patches the openings, to what finish level, and whether patching is in the electrical price or a separate trade.

Whether painting is included, excluded or left to the owner.

How floors, furniture and original trim are protected, and how dust is controlled in rooms being worked on.

For an occupied home or a building with residents in other units: which circuits are off each day and how long power
interruptions run.

The schedule the quote assumes: working days, the order of floors or units, and what has to be clear before work starts.

The electrical permit number and the passed final inspection report from the inspection agency.

A circuit list showing which circuits were replaced, which knob and tube runs were found live, and which were left in the walls
disconnected.

An updated, labeled panel directory.

Photos of open walls and ceilings before they were closed, if the contractor takes them.

A written statement of any knob and tube left in service and where it is, for partial jobs.
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